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Die globale Coronakrise: Weltwirtschaftliche Auswirkungen und
internationale Reaktionen - ein Update

-, | Die globale Corona-Pandemie hat nicht nur gravierende Auswirkungen
fiir die Gesundheitssituation in vielen Lindern der Welt. Sie wird auch

Die globale Coronakrise

e | €N Welthandel, die Finanzmarkte und die Verwirklichung der

interationale Reaktionen — ein Update
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international vereinbarten Ziele fiir nachhaltige Entwicklung (SDGs)
massiv beeinflussen. Das ganze Ausmal der Krise und ihrer Folgen lasst
sich derzeit noch nicht abschitzen. Fest steht aber schon jetzt, dass das
Coronavirus die Weltwirtschaft in einer kritischen Phase getroffen hat.
In vielen Landern des Globalen Siidens hatte sich die
gesamtwirtschaftliche Lage bereits vor Ausbruch des Virus erheblich
verschlechtert. Ein Teufelskreis von Verschuldung und Austeritatspolitik
bedrohte die sozio-0konomische Entwicklung von Argentinien bis zum Libanon. Infolge
der weltwirtschaftlichen Abhangigkeiten spitzt sich die Lage nun auch in den Landern zu,
die vom Coronavirus selbst zundchst kaum betroffen waren. Dies gilt insbesondere fiir die
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armeren rohstoffexportierenden Lander. Um eine weltweite Rezession abzuwenden, haben
der Internationale Wahrungsfonds (IWF), die Weltbank, die EU, nationale Regierungen
und die fiihrenden Zentralbanken Milliardenprogramme angekiindigt. Richtig eingesetzt
boten sie die Chance, nicht nur die 6ffentlichen Gesundheitssysteme zu starken, sondern
auch umfassendere Konjunkturprogramme aufzulegen, die der sozial-okologischen
Transformation im Sinne der SDGs dienen.

Tribute to Martin Khor

Global Policy Forum shares with deep sadness the news that Martin
Khor (1951-2020), Third World Network’s Chairman and former
Director, passed away peacefully in the early hours of 1 April 2020 in his
home in Penang, Malaysia. Global Policy Forum honors all the years of
great cooperation with him. His death is a very sad loss, but his
messages and ideas for a world in solidarity will live on forever. It will be
the task of all of us to continue his work, which is more important in
these days than ever before. Andrew Ng Yew Han has put a video together as tribute to
Martin Khor.

The global corona crisis - A summary of key policy mappings and
databases

In addition to the health aspects of the virus, the global coronavirus crisis also has
financial, socio-economic and developmental consequences. For this reason, a large
number of policy measures have been announced by governments and international
organizations, on the one hand to contain the pandemic, on the other to mitigate the
economic consequences. The main target groups of planned loans and cash injections are
the healthcare system, as well as larger banks and companies. However, some strategies are
also aimed at small and medium-sized companies as well as groups of individuals, their
savings, private pensions and other private assets. The current situation is particularly
problematic for many developing countries. In many countries, health systems are weak,
governments have little financial flexibility and the majority of populations are not
protected by social safety nets, making sickness, unemployment and loss of wages in these
circumstances even more problematic than in Europe or the USA. International
organizations such as the World Health Organization and the World Bank are therefore
beginning to tailor measures specifically for this context. In order to gain an overview of the
various national and international measures, various actors have created policy mappings
and databases, each with a different focus. Global Policy Forum continuously analyzes
relevant policy measures and highlights databases which are particularly useful.

Die globale Coronakrise: Weltwirtschaftliche Auswirkungen und
internationale Reaktionen - eine Momentaufnahme

= | Die globale Corona-Pandemie hat nicht nur gravierende Auswirkungen

| fiir die Gesundheitssituation in vielen Lindern der Welt. Sie wird auch
den Welthandel, die Finanzmarkte und die Verwirklichung der
international vereinbarten Ziele fiir nachhaltige Entwicklung (SDGs)
massiv beeinflussen. Das ganze AusmaB der Krise und ihrer Folgen lasst
sich derzeit noch nicht abschitzen. Fest steht aber schon jetzt, dass das
Coronavirus die Weltwirtschaft in einer kritischen Phase getroffen hat.

Die globale Coronakrise
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=== |Invielen Lindern des Globalen Siidens hatte sich die
. |gesamtwirtschaftliche Lage bereits vor Ausbruch des Virus erheblich
verschlechtert. Ein Teufelskreis von Verschuldung und Austeritatspolitik
bedrohte die sozio-okonomische Entwicklung von Argentinien bis zum
Libanon. Infolge der weltwirtschaftlichen Abhangigkeiten spitzt sich die Lage nun auch in
den Landern zu, die vom Coronavirus selbst zunachst kaum betroffen waren. Diese
Momentaufnahme vom 18.03.2020 ordnet in Form eines Briefings die Entwicklungen ein
und erlautert verschiedene sozio-okonomische Auswirkungen auf die SDGs.

Global Policy Watch

UN Monitor: COVID-19 Round-Up 10/04/2020

At a briefing on COVID-19, Secretary-General Antonio Guterres stated: “We are in an
unprecedented situation and the normal rules no longer apply. We cannot resort to the
usual tools in such unusual times.”

The Secretary-General’s call for a global ceasefire in light of COVID-19 has already
garnered significant support including from Member States and CSOs, receiving over 2
million signatures.

Human Rights in the Digital Age: Challenging Issues on the UN Agenda

By Elena Marmo

The potential and challenges of the digital economy are emerging steadily on the UN
agenda. The UN General Assembly’s Committee on Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural
Issues (Third Committee) closed its 74th session in November 2019 adopting over 60
resolutions on a wide range of subjects, only one of which (A/C.3/74/L.11) addressed
digital technologies.

Don't say nobody warned us

By Roberto Bissio

The message could not have been clearer: "There is a very real threat of a rapidly moving,
highly lethal pandemic of a respiratory pathogen killing 50 to 80 million people and wiping
out nearly 5% of the world’s economy. A global pandemic on that scale would be
catastrophic, creating widespread havoc, instability and insecurity.”

World Economic Forum and the corporate takeover of the global governance of our
food systems

In July 2019, the United Nations signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
World Economic Forum (WEF) “to accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development”. This “Strategic Partnership” has since come under fire by
members of civil society, resulting in an open letter to the UN Secretary-General Antonio
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Guterres, to which he has yet to respond.

Check our new Global Policy Watch Notice Board for updates on current affairs
around the United Nations in New York.

For more, see globalpolicywatch.org | Follow Global Policy Watch on Twitter
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What's new

WHO-business joint COVID-19 letter to G20 raises concerns

On March 23 a joint letter signed by the WHO Director-General, the
Secretary-General of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and
Saudi Arabia chair of Business 20 (B20), a private sector grouping of
G20 was addressed to the G20 Heads of State and Government prior to
their virtual summit. The letter highlights the economic fallout due to
COVID 19 can have potentially a massive impact on the health sector. It
makes a set of demands in health and economic matters. Though the ICC
termed the letter as a historical collaboration, for many observers this letter raises concerns
of conflict of interest i.e. the risk of secondary interest influencing the primary interest of
the WHO. An new article by K.M. Gopakumar from Third World Network questions if this
kind of partnership meets the organizations Framework of Engagement with Non-state
Actors (FENSA) since a few issues advocated in the joint letter bear the risk of furthering
business interest over public health. The author rather argues that the ICC and B20 joint
letter with WHO provides business with an opportunity to whitewash their image to project
them as part of the solution by covering up their past deeds.

Third World Network

Global Policy Forum Global Policy Forum Europe
205 E 42nd Street | 20th floor Konigstr. 37a
New York, NY 10017 D-53115 Bonn
USA Germany
E-Mail: gpf@globalpolicy.org E-Mail: europe@globalpolicy.org
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