
























  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHAIRMAN 
 

Paul A. Volcker  
 
In April 2004, Mr. Volcker was asked by United Nations Secretary -General Kofi 
Annan to chair the Independent Inquiry into the United Nations Oil -for-Food 
Programme.  

In the course of his career, Mr. Volcker worked in the Federal Government for almost 30 
years, culminating in two terms as Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System from 1979-1987. He divided the earlier stages of his career between the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York , the Treasury Department, and the Chase Manhattan Bank.  

Mr. Volcker retired as Chairman of Wolfensohn & Co. upon the merger of that firm with 
Bankers Trust. Currently, he is Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the International 
Accounting Standards Committee overseeing a renewed effort to develop consistent, high -
quality accounting standards acceptable in all countries. In 2003, he headed a private 
Commission on the Public Service recommending a sweeping overhaul of the organization 
and personnel practices of the Federal Government.  

Pursuing his many continuing interests in public policy, Mr. Volcker is associated with the 
Japan Society, the Institute  of International Economics , the American Assembly, and the 
American Council on Germany. He is Honorary Chairman of the Trilateral Commission and 
Chairman of the Trustees of the Group of 30.  

Educated at Princeton , Harvard and the London School of Economics, Mr. Volcker is 
Professor Emeritus of International Economic Policy at Princeton  University  and was the first 
Henry Kaufman Visiting Professor at the Stern School of Business at NYU. 

 
MEMBER 

Justice Richard Goldstone  
 
Richard J. Goldstone was born on the 26th October 1938. After graduating from 
the University of the Witwatersrand with a BA LLB cum laude in 1962 he 
practised as an Advocate at the Johannesburg Bar. In 1976 he was appointed 

Senior Counsel and in 1980 was made Judge of the Transvaal Supreme Court. In 1989 he was 
appointed Judge of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court. From July 1994 to October 
2003, he was a Justice of the Constitutional Court of South Africa. He is presently a Global 
Visiting Professor at NYU Law School and from August 2003 will occupy the Mulligan Chair 
at Fordham Law School in New York City.  

From 1991 to 1994, he served as Chairperson of the Commission of Inquiry regarding Public 
Violence and Intimidation which came to be known as the Goldstone Commission. He is also 
Chairperson of the Standing Advisory Committee of Company Law. From 15 August 1994 to 
September 1996 he served as the Chief Prosecutor of the United Nations International 
Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. During 1998 he was the 
chairperson of a high level group of international experts which met in Valencia, Spain, and 
drafted a Declaration of Human Duties and Responsibilities for the Director General of 
UNESCO (the Valencia Declaration). From August 1999 until December 2001he was the 
chairperson of the International Independent Inquiry on Kosovo. In December 2001 he was 
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appointed as the chairperson of the International Task Force on Terrorism that was established 
by the International Bar Association. 

From 1985 to 2000, Justice Goldstone was National President of the National Institute of 
Crime Prevention and the Rehabilitation of Offenders (NICRO). He is chairperson of the 
Bradlow Foundation, a charitable educational trust, and heads the board of the Human Rights 
Institute of South Africa (HURISA).  

The many awards he has received locally and internationally include the International Human 
Rights Award of the American Bar Association (1994) and Honorary Doctorates of Law from 
universities in Canada, Israel, the Netherlands, South Africa, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States. He is an Honorary Bencher of the Inner Temple, London, an Honorary Fellow 
of St Johns College, Cambridge, an Honorary Member of the Association of the Bar of New 
York, and a Fellow of the Weatherhead Centre for International Affairs of Harvard University. 
He is a Foreign Member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Since 1996, he has 
been a regular member of the faculty of the Salzburg Seminar.  

He is married (wife Noleen) and has two married daughters - Glenda and Nicole. He has four 
grandsons, Jason, Sean, Ben and Jordan.  

 
MEMBER 

Mark Pieth  
 
Mark Pieth has been Professor of Criminal Law and Criminology at the University 
of Basel, Switzerland, since 1993. He completed his studies, his PhD in criminal 
procedure and his habilitation thesis (on sanctioning and broader criminological 

topics) at this University; after an extensive period abroad most notably at the Max -Planck-
Institute for Criminal Law and Criminology, Germany and the Cambridge Institute of 
Criminology, UK) and a time in private practice at the Bar (as Advokat).  

From 1989 to 1993 he was Head of Section on Economic and Organised Crime in the Swiss 
Federal Office of Justice (Ministry of Justice and Police). In this position he was involved in 
drafting legislation against money laundering, organised crime, drug abuse and corruption and 
also on the confiscation of assets. As an official and later as a consultant to governments he 
has acquired extensive experience in international fora, most notably as a member of the 
Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering (FATF) between 1989 and 1993, the 
Chemical Action Task Force on Precurser Chemicals, as Chairman of an Intergovernmental 
Expert Group of the United Nations (UN) to determine the extent of illicit trafficking in drugs 
(in 1990) and as the Chair of the OECD Working Group on Bribery in International Business 
Transactions (since 1990).  

He has published extensively in the field of economic and organised crime, money laundering, 
corruption, sanctioning and criminal procedure. He has served as Dean of the Faculty of Law 
at the University of Basel. He has also assumed various presidencies and memberships of 
national commissions in Switzerland (President of the Expert Group of the National Research 
Programme on Violence and Organised Crime, Former President of the Federal Commission 
on Data Protection in the Medical Profession, Member of the Swiss Federal Gaming 
Commission, Member of the Consultative Commission to the Federal Administration of 
Finances on the Prevention of Money Laundering etc.).  

He has been a consultant to corporations, international organisations and foreign governments 
on issues related to governance. Most recently he has participated in the Wolfsberg AML 
Banking Initiative. 
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Secretary-General’s bulletin

Independent inquiry into the oil-for-food programme

As you may be aware, I have established an independent high-level inquiry
(Independent Inquiry Committee) that will collect and examine information relating
to the administration and management of the oil-for-food programme, including
allegations of fraud and corruption on the part of United Nations officials, personnel
and agents, as well as contractors, including entities that have entered into contracts
with the United Nations or with Iraq under the programme. Under its terms of
reference, the independent inquiry may seek and accept information on a
confidential basis if necessary or appropriate for the completion of its work.

The full support of the Secretariat and of individual staff members is crucial to
the success of the inquiry. Accordingly, all United Nations staff members are
instructed to cooperate fully with the inquiry. Staff members are reminded of staff
regulation 1.2 (r), which provides: “Staff members must respond fully to requests
for information from staff members and other officials of the Organization
authorized to investigate possible misuse of funds, waste or abuse”. Under the terms
of reference of the inquiry, staff members shall be protected, as appropriate, from
improper repercussions resulting from their cooperation with the inquiry. In carrying
out its work, the inquiry shall respect the due process rights of persons appearing
before it.

All United Nations staff members are instructed to give the inquiry
unrestricted access, without prior approval, to all documents and information and
are further instructed not to destroy or remove any documents related to the oil-for-
food programme that are in their possession or under their control, and to not
instruct or allow anyone else to destroy or remove such documents. The usual and
customary record destruction and discard policies for all electronic and paper
documents, including e-mail, that relate to the programme shall be discontinued.
This instruction applies to all electronic files, including e-mail and information on
hard drives, shared drives, floppy disks and CD-ROM, as well as to all paper copies
of documents, including handwritten notes, calendars and any other materials
relating to the programme.

I expect all staff members to cooperate fully with the inquiry. Any violation of
the foregoing instructions could result in disciplinary action under the Staff
Regulations and Rules.
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Anyone who wishes to contact the inquiry may do so through the Committee’s
electronic address: info@uniic.org.

The present bulletin is promulgated in consultation with executive heads of
separately administered organs and programmes of the United Nations.

The present bulletin shall enter into force on 1 June 2004.

(Signed) Kofi A. Annan
Secretary-General




