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February 22, 2010 

 

 

H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon 

Secretary-General  

United Nations 

 

 

Your Excellency, 

 

On behalf of the non-governmental organizations in consultative and associated relations with 

the United Nations, the members of the NGO Working Group on UN Access, listed below, 

extend to you warm greetings. 

As you have often affirmed, Excellency, non-governmental organizations are amongst the closest 

partners of the United Nations--sharing the vision and promoting the goals and ideals on which 

the United Nations was established. In the past couple of decades NGOs have risen to make 

important contributions to the United Nations and to partner with different entities within the 

Organization.  

Concerned about the interests of the worldwide NGO community, we feel compelled to write to 

you at this time in light of a number of obstacles restricting NGO access to the United Nations at 

different levels. Some of the restrictions are structural and related to the renovations, while 

others, of greater concern, reflect the political mood prevalent today.  

We are particularly concerned that the temporary arrangements as part of the Capital Master Plan 

are creating additional access problems and significantly reducing space for NGO participation. 

The upcoming meeting of the Commission on Status of Women will no doubt highlight this 

problem.  At a recent meeting with senior representatives from the Capital Master Plan, UN 

Security and General Assembly Conference Services it was suggested that NGOs approach the 

Bureau of each UN meeting for arrangements about NGO access. Such an ad hoc approach is 

neither practical nor sustainable. The chaos that characterized the arrangements made for NGO 

participation in the most recent Copenhagen Summit on Climate Change cannot be repeated. 

Excellency, we believe that only close consultation at a high level can provide solutions and lead 

to strengthened relations with NGOs. 

It is widely acknowledged that in today’s increasingly interdependent world, deliberation on 

issues of global concern -- development, security and human rights -- requires a closer 

participation of NGOs than ever before. We, therefore, believe that it is imperative for the United 

Nations to explore ways and means to expand and render more meaningful the access of NGOs 



to the Organization, and its negotiation and decision-making processes. Economic and Social 

Council (ECOSOC) Resolutions 1996/31 and 1297 (XLIV) already provide strong foundations 

for such measures. 

We therefore request, Excellency that you assign an individual at a senior level within your 

Executive Office to serve as liaison to the NGO community.  Some years ago, this role was part 

of the terms of reference of the Assistant Secretary-General for “External Relations”--a post held 

by Ms. Gillian Martin Sorensen. In this capacity, Ms. Sorensen played a significant role in 

engaging with and assisting NGOs, by organizing regular meetings to discuss matters of concern. 

In light of the many changes taking place within the UN, which are likely to further restrict NGO 

input, the appointment of a high-level individual is critical and would be welcomed.   

 

Given that the world has changed and that processes of politics are fast globalizing, it is 

imperative for the United Nations to evolve its civil society relations so as to remain relevant, 

responsive and effective in addressing the challenges that affect us all. 

 

We stand ready to work with you and your team in finding constructive and sustainable solutions 

to bridge the still many gaps in ensuring meaningful NGO participation at the United Nations.  

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Liberato C. Bautista, Convenor 

President, Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in 

Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CoNGO) 

 

 

 

 

Bani Dugal, Co-Convenor 

Principal Representative to the UN, Baha’i International Community 
 

 

 

 

James Paul, Co-Convenor 

Executive Director, Global Policy Forum 
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The NGO Working Group on UN Access was convened on the initiative of CoNGO, the Conference of 

Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations. Its members are: 

 

Bani Dugal 

Baha’i International Community 

 

Christopher Ferguson 

Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches 

 

Liberato C. Bautista 

Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in 

Consultative Relationship with the United Nations 

 

James Paul 
Global Policy Forum 

 

Afaf Mahfouz 

International Psychoanalytical Association 

 

Vanessa Jackson 

International Service for Human Rights  

 

Jeffery Huffines 

NGO/DPI Executive Committee 

 

Leslie Wright 

Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund 

 

William Pace 

World Federalist Movement--Institute for Global Policy 


