
Mr. President 

 

The report of the Open-Ended Working Group on Security Council reform before 

the Assembly today looks quite different than the ones this body has adopted in the 

past. This is a clear reflection of the fact that under your guidance, Mr. President, the 

Working Group chose not to engage in business as usual, but rather opted for a 

novel approach in order to lead the discussion out of  what was widely considered a 

stalemate in the past. The Working Group was thus able to significantly shorten its 

meeting time, while at the same time holding substantive and focused discussions 

on a number of core topics which the Group had previously agreed were of 

essential importance in connection with Security Council reform in all its aspects. 

The group also held a very useful exchange with members of the Security Council 

on these topics. 

 

Mr. President 

It was a great pleasure and honour for me to serve as your Vice-Chairman of this 

Working Group and to work together with Ambassador Gallegos as well as your 

own team on this topic which is as intractable as it is fascinating and important. The 

smooth proceedings of the work in the group as well as the outcome before us 

today are testimony to your wisdom of not trying to push for a solution to this 

complex problem during this year’s session. When we first started our consultations 

on Security Council reform, it became clear quite quickly that most Member States 

were not of the opinion that 2004 was the appropriate year to achieve the reform 

effort which has occupied this Assembly for over ten years now. You therefore 

chose to engage the Working Group in a constructive dialogue the outcome of 

which can make a meaningful contribution to a future agreement and decision to be 

made by this Assembly. Your approach found a widespread support, as the very 

lively and constructive discussions in the working Group illustrated.  

 

Mr. President 



The momentum concerning Security Council reform has increased considerably 

since the Working Group has wrapped up its work, and there is a widespread 

expectation that the year 2005 – which is rich in important conferences and events 

– will also bring about a reform of the Security Council in all its aspects. 

Liechtenstein strongly supports Security Council reform and is of the view that it 

must cover all aspects of this complex topic. There is a general agreement that the 

Council must be more representative and thus enlarged, if it is to represent the 

international community in a credible manner in the future. At the same time, we 

must also bear in mind that questions of legitimacy and accountability of the 

Council to the UN membership as a whole depend to a large extent on other 

measures than enlargement only. The role and significance of the Council have 

grown dramatically over the past ten to fifteen years, and to many observers its 

decisions and actions represent the work of the organization as a whole. This is why 

all States – large or small, and whether or not they have ambitions to serve on the 

Council – have a special responsibility in this respect. 

 

I thank you. 


