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October 21, 2004 
Suzanne Jambo 
Security Council Resolution 1325  
Women, Peace, and Security 
Arria-style Meeting with NGOs 
 
 
Good Afternoon. 
 
My name is Suzanne Jambo. I am the coordinator of the New Sudanese Indigenous NGOs 
Network.  Before I start, I would like to extend my gratitude to you, Ambassador Adechi; your 
colleagues on the Council; the NGO Working Group on Women, Peace, and Security; and 
Women Waging Peace for giving me the opportunity to be here today and speak on behalf of 
Sudanese women.   
 
Although the program indicates that I will be discussing gender-based violence, in light of the 
fact that next week’s open debate will focus on that issue, and that the preceding speaker just 
highlighted it, my primary focus in the next five minutes will be women’s participation in 
Sudan’s peace processes.  Last week, Women Waging Peace convened 16 Sudanese women 
from across every region, religion and ethnicity.  Together we developed concrete 
recommendations for ensuring that the peace that is now being negotiated is sustainable.  My 
remarks today are based on those recommendations, which are available here for you.  I have 
also prepared a more comprehensive discussion paper on women and civil society’s perspectives 
on the Sudanese peace process and have copies of that as well for your perusal. 
 
I want to congratulate the Council for passing Resolution 1325 in 2000 – for acknowledging that 
though we are victims of conflict in many ways, women are also critical agents of peace and 
constructive change. 
 
Honorable Ambassadors, the lives of our families and children are at stake in the current IGAD 
process. In Resolution 1547, you acknowledged that IGAD has done commendable work that 
“will contribute to improved stability and peace.”  We – as women and citizens of Sudan want it 
to go forward – and we believe that the IGAD process can provide a foundation for the 
resolution of the Darfur and Eastern Sudan conflicts.   
 
But today I want to let you know also that the process has major flaws.  And if they are not 
corrected, there will not be sustainable peace in Sudan. The most important weakness is that the 
process to date has been too exclusive. IGAD has not included other political or armed parties – 
and it has largely excluded civil society and Sudan’s majority population, its women.  I ask that 
you draw on the lessons of IGAD – and make sure that the Abuja talks on Darfur and the Cairo 
talks on Eastern Sudan are more participatory and inclusive from the outset. It is essential to 
merge these disparate processes so that we can foster a broad based effort to move forward and 
rebuild together. 

 
I thank the Council for focusing attention on Sudan and passing recent Resolutions 1502, 1547, 
1556, and 1564. But we women are concerned that these resolutions say nothing about women’s 
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participation.  You even referred to 1325 in resolution 1556 – and yet not enough is being done 
to ensure the inclusion of women in peace negotiations.  Neither negotiating party, nor the 
regional mediators have honoured 1325.  Even the International Partners Forum (IPF) has not 
included women. To my knowledge, none of the UN bodies present in Sudan have conducted 
training on or dissemination of Resolution 1325 at any level.   
 
Despite this, we women are already making critical contributions.  We are more than 55 percent 
of the population and 80 percent of the food producers and providers of basic goods and services.   
Through NGOs and other groups, women have been mediating among stakeholders in the South. 
They are training SPLM officials and local communities about peaceful conflict resolution. 
 
You know and I know that winning the peace is complicated and needs every resource available. 
Neither the international community, nor the government of Sudan or other parties can afford to 
exclude us from this process.  We, as women, will not stand by and let our country return to war. 
We must work together.  
 
So, today I call on the Council to support the women of Sudan.  In Resolution 1564 you called 
on the GOS and SPLM to conclude the comprehensive peace agreement – we second that call – 
but we also ask that the process be made more inclusive.   
 
We are extremely concerned that despite the agreement on protocols, the parties are stalling on 
the signing of a comprehensive peace agreement. In the meantime, violence – particularly 
violence against women – including systematic rape and bloodshed continue.  So today I urge 
you to consider all and any measures available at your disposal – including the threat of targeted 
sanctions, and arms embargoes – to press for a final agreement.  The final agreement should 
include a comprehensive ceasefire and disarmament in all areas of conflict – including Darfur 
and Eastern Sudan. 
 
In accordance with Resolution 1325 we ask that all follow-up processes – including monitoring 
and implementation mechanisms – be designed to include the full participation of women.  
 
We also ask that the UN agencies and others involved in humanitarian aid enlist women in the 
design and management of refugee and IDP camps across the country, and as members of 
security forces.  Priority should be given to protection of civilians, particularly women.  We ask 
that the security and economic needs of women and children returnees be specifically addressed. 
 
In the case of Darfur, you are mandating a Commission of Inquiry to assess the situation. Again 
in accordance with 1325, we ask that the Commission be specifically mandated to consult with 
and report on the status of women.  
 
We also ask that you expand the Commission’s mandate to investigate gross human rights 
violations – specifically violations of women’s human rights – occurring in Upper Nile, Eastern 
Equatoria and Northern Bahr El Ghazal.  
 
In accordance with Resolutions 1564 and 1325 we ask that Janjaweed militiamen and others who 
have committed gender-based crimes, such as rape, be brought to justice. 



 3

 
Also in accordance with 1325, we ask that any UN, AU, or international peacekeepers have a 
mandate to protect civilians and be fully sensitive to gender issues. Local women’s groups 
should be called upon to provide training and work with missions to ensure sensitivity and 
effective protection.  
 
As the Security Council, you will be meeting in Nairobi in November 2004.  We ask that you 
consult with Sudanese women’s groups.  We ask that you address gender issues in all future 
debates and forthcoming resolutions.  That you request information regularly about the status of 
women in Sudan.  That you call on all parties involved in ongoing IGAD, Abuja, and Cairo 
processes to ensure the full participation of women in all decision-making forums.  We further 
ask that you ensure that the IPF has women representatives.  And that the Joint Assessment 
Mission (JAM) includes women in its structures, allocates equal resources for women’s needs, 
and most critically, consults with Sudanese women.   
 
Honorable Ambassadors, Ladies and Gentlemen, the Council unanimously passed Resolution 
1325 because it recognised that women can make a difference and are critical to building 
sustainable peace. We now ask you to make sure your vision is fully implemented in Sudan.  
Sudanese women are ready to work with you to bring a lasting and sustainable peace to our 
country.  

 
Thank you. 
 


