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Financing the United Nations: 

Better and More Effective Funding for Global Priorities  
A Conference Organized by 

The Friedrich Ebert Foundation NY Office and Global Policy Forum 
February 11, 2009, 9:30.a.m- 1:30 p.m 

 
The financing of the United Nations remains a source of contention among member 
states. They have significantly different policy priorities and varied structural approaches 
to the world body.  As a result, the UN continues to face serious financial difficulties and 
constraints, including large arrears, inflexible budget management, donor-driven 
priorities, and problems of oversight, reporting and accountability. 
 
Global Policy Forum and the Friedrich Ebert Foundation are organizing a conference of 
experts to consider some of the key UN finance issues, on Wednesday, February 11th at 
German House, across the street from UN headquarters in New York. The date will allow 
for reflection on the recently-passed UN Regular Budget and on the financial situation 
expected in the year ahead. 
 
The conference will primarily consider the UN’s regular and peacekeeping budgets, but 
there will also be some reflection on budget trends in funds, agencies and programs – in 
order to place the UN discussion in a broader picture and to identify trends. 
 
 The organizers are working in consultation with experts at the UN, delegates and 
scholars, to build a strong group of presentations. The conference program, however, will 
reserve the majority of time for discussion among the invited experts. Approximately 
forty persons from many countries will be invited to participate. The conference will 
begin with a light breakfast at 9:00 a.m. The presentations/discussions will start at 9:30 
a.m. sharp and last until 12:30. A light lunch will then be served, enabling those who 
wish to stay to continue an informal dialogue until 1:30 p.m. 
 
GPF and FES held a very successful conference of this type in March 2006.  Many of 
those who participated told us that it was a valuable opportunity for dialogue among 
those who work on UN financial matters.  The organizers are therefore considering 
holding an annual conference of this type, at the same time each year.  We hope also to 
maintain a more regular policy dialogue with delegations and experts and to stimulate 
more research and policy work on the financing of the UN and international 
organizations more generally.   
 
FES and GPF believe that the present period requires strong financial support for global 
policy initiatives.  The global economic and financial crisis must not result in a 
deterioration of multilateral funding.  Instead, ways must be found to strengthen and 
improve the UN’s financial condition, to improve its effectiveness, and to strengthen 
public information, support and accountability.  
 


