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Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play a vital role at the United Nations. They contribute 
valuable information and ideas, advocate effectively for positive change, provide policy 
perspectives and essential operational capacity in emergencies, post-conflict, peace-building and 
in human rights, environment and development efforts. They bring the voices and aspirations of 
the people into the policy debates, and generally increase the accountability and legitimacy of the 
global governance process.  

However, attempts made since the last review of the consultative arrangements between the UN 
and NGOs, in 1996, to reform NGOs’ formal opportunities for participation, have been largely 
unsuccessful, while ad hoc, informal arrangements for NGO participation in intergovernmental 
processes have increased. The recommendations made by the “Cardoso-Panel” on the future of 
UN-civil society relations had little impact on the debates on UN reform in 2005. In contrast to 
their practice at the UN Conferences of the 1990s, or the ECOSOC meetings and the meetings of 
its Functional Commissions, governments have accorded NGOs only a limited role in the 
preparations for the 2005 World Summit and in the Summit itself.  

Some NGOs would even argue that the United Nations has lost in stature and is confronted with a 
decrease in popular support as the pace of progress regarding the implementation of 
internationally agreed development goals and conference resolutions is moving very slowly. As a 
result, some leading members of the global NGO movement are increasingly engaging in fora 
outside the intergovernmental sphere and without reference to the United Nations, such as at the 
World Social Forum.  

Against this background, the seminar will focus on the future of NGO participation at the United 
Nations. What reform proposals for greater NGO participation have been put up for negotiation; 
are there best practices that can be enhanced and replicated;  where are governments most 
resistant, and where does political progress appear possible? What role can NGOs play in future 
deliberations on UN reform and regarding the establishment and functioning of new UN bodies? 
And finally, what steps are necessary to engage new NGO players and social movements in the 
work of the UN?  



 
 
 
 
Program 
 
3.00 p.m.- 5.00 pm (UN Headquarters, Conference Room D) 
 
NGO Dialogue with UN delegates and members of the UN Secretariat 
 
Speakers:  
 
Ms. Gemma Adaba, UN Representative, International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions (ICFTU) 
Ms. Shamina de Gonzaga, Special Advisor on NGO Relations to the President of the 
General Assembly 
Mr. Arjan Paul Hamburger, Minister Plenipotentiary, Deputy Permanent 
Representative, Permanent Mission of the Netherlands 
Mr. Xolisa Mfundiso Mabhongo, Minister Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of South Africa  
Mr. Jens Martens, Director, Global Policy Forum Europe 
Mr. Abiodun Williams, Principal Officer, Strategic Planning Unit, Executive Office of  
the Secretary General, United Nations 
 
Moderator: 
Juergen Stetten, Director, Friedrich Ebert Foundation, New York Office 
 


