Invitation
Side-event during the meeting of the UN Committee of
Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters

Strengthening domestic resource mobilization
through international cooperation in tax matters
Thursday, December 8, 2016 | 13-15h
Church Center (2nd floor) | 777 UN-Plaza, New York City
2016 marks the first year after the adoption of three major international outcome documents: the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change. To implement these decisions and agendas, all countries will need
to step up the mobilization of domestic resources and increase international cooperation.
One of the decisions of the 3rd International Conference on Financing for Development in this
regard was to strengthen the work of the UN Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in
Tax Matters (UNTC) through enhanced resources, increasing the frequency of its meetings to two
sessions per year, and through increasing its legitimacy by selecting its members by equitable
geographical distribution and different tax systems. At the same time, the United Nations together
with the IMF, the World Bank Group and the OECD have set up a Platform for Collaboration on
Tax and the OECD has founded the Inclusive Framework on BEPS Implementation to allow for
developing countries to participate “on equal footing” in the continuation of the BEPS process.
The side event intends to provide an opportunity to learn and discuss where the reform of the work
of the UN Tax Committee currently stands more than one year after the adoption of the Addis
Ababa Action Agenda. Since then, many initiatives have been developed and others have been rearticulated. What is the relationship among these different initiatives and are they actually
enhancing international cooperation in the spirit of the AAAA? Has the goal “that efforts in
international tax cooperation should be universal in approach and scope and should fully take into
account the different needs and capacities of all countries, in particular least developed countries,
landlocked developing countries, small island developing States and African countries” been
achieved? What is the future role of the UN with respect to international cooperation in tax
matters?
In various fora during the cause of 2016 as well as in a recent paper on Options for strengthening
global tax governance1 the state of progress in this regard has been discussed. You are cordially
invited to join us for this side-event, that we hope can bring these discussions to the UNTC and
help continue this conversation.
Kind regards,
Global Alliance for Tax Justice, ICRICT, South Centre, Financial Transparency Coalition,
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Global Policy Forum, Eurodad, Society for International Development
1

Available for download at http://www.fes.de/cgi-bin/gbv.cgi?id=12958&ty=pdf.
Snacks will be served. Please indicate your participation by sending an e-mail to europe@globalpolicy.org until December 7.
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Programme
13:00

Welcome
Luise Rürup, Director, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung New York

13:10

Opening Remarks
Wolfgang Obenland, Programme Coordinator, Global Policy Forum

13:25

Panel discussion with contributions by
»

José Antonio Ocampo, Chair, ICRICT and Distinguished Fellow, South Centre

»

Liselott Kana, Vice-Chair, UN Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax
Matters

»

Alexander Trepelkov,* Director, Financing for Development Office, UN-DESA

»

Stephan Ohme, Head of Division on Financing for Development / (New) Donor-relations,
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation & Development, Germany

»

Pooja Rangaprasad, Policy Coordinator, Financial Transparency Coalition

Moderator: Erika Dayle Siu, independent consultant
*to be confirmed
The side-event will be held under Chatham House Rules.

Snacks will be served. Please indicate your participation by sending an e-mail to europe@globalpolicy.org until December 7.

